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1.  Question: Food Lion has told me they will not allow foam core piping in their drainage lines in their 

stores, how can they require something above code? (TR) 

Answer: The code is just a minimum, the owner or engineer can spec materials above what code 

requires.  

 

2.  Question: What is the difference between a manifold and a multiport tee? (TR) 

Answer: Manifolds in the NCPC are used in conjunction with gridded or parrallel water distribution 

systems.  The code regulates the sizing for manifolds based on T604.10.1.  Manifolds must be accessible 

and have individual fixture shutoff valves installed at the manifold. 

A multiport tee is a fitting.  It meets the standards for the material the fitting is manufacturered from.  

(i.e. for PEX it would meet CAN/CSA B137.5; ASTM F877 or ASTM F1960).  No access is required because 

it is a fitting.  

 

3.  Question: Are multiple main shut‐offs required in a strip shopping center for each tenant space? (TR) 

Answer: No. Per DOI we would allow only one main readily accessible shut off valve for the building with 

supplemental shut off valves in the ceiling of each tenant space. “Tenant space shutoffs should be 

marked on the ceiling." 606.1 (2), (4), 606.2, 606.3 NCPC.  

 

4.  Question: Can a Hub drain within the building for HVAC condensate or backflow go to storm? (TR) 

Answer: No, the code prohibits a floor drain from going to storm.  The intent of the code is; if it looks 

like a drain, then people will use it as a drain.  Hub drains are no different.  

1104.3 Floor drains. Floor drains shall not be connected to a storm drain. 

To prevent contamination of the storm water discharge with chemicals, waste, sewage, etc., the code 

prohibits the connection of floor drains to a storm drain. A floor drain connected to a storm drainage 

system invites the discharge of sanitary waste into the storm system, which will create an environmental 

hazard, considering that storm drainage is discharged to the environment without treatment. Another 

concern is that under flow conditions, a floor drain connection will act as a relief opening, thereby 

allowing water flow into the building. 

 

5.  Question: Can a secondary storm drain discharge at the 8th story? (TR) 
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Answer: After discussing with NCDOI this would not be allowed.  While it would discharge above grade 

and could be seen by the building occupants; it would have the potential for physical harm or 

unnecessary hazards for pedestrians below.  

1107.2 Separate systems required. Secondary roof drain systems shall have the end point of discharge 

separate from the primary system. Discharge shall be above grade, in a location that would normally be 

observed by the building occupants or maintenance personnel. 


